
lane on either side; the additional width 
was reallocated largely to the west side 
of the street.  

This extrawide pedestrian “quay”, 
as the designers refer to it, has already 
proven a boon to restaurateurs on that 
side, who some time ago applied for and 
received permits enabling them to ex-
pand café seating into the right-of-way. 

Shaded by a double line of trees, the 
pedestrian portion has, since its “soft 
opening” six months ago, seen a con-
stant throng of people moving along it: 
students hurriedly on their way from 
campus to Lot 36, or shoppers wanting 
to become part of the scene taken in by 
denizens of the cafes that line what is 
quickly being referred to as “Restau-
rant Row”. The new corridor, which 

connects from the heart of the UCLA 
campus to the north to the school’s re-
cently completed Lot 36 development 
at the corner of Gayley and Wilshire, 
bends around and defines the edge of 
a new village public square, or “Zocalo” 
as planners would like it to be called, re-
ferring to the famed central gathering 
space in Mexico City. The Bruin shuttle 
also stops there, at a transit center link-

ing to the portal to MTA’s just-opened 
PurpleLine train to downtown L.A. 
From UCLA’s point of view, the corridor 
and public square together effectively 
become, in the words of Capital Pro-
grams chief Jif Overall, “nothing less 
than the gateway to UCLA from Los 
Angeles that we never had, but always 
needed.” 

[UCLA WELCOMES,  from A1]

3RD STREET PROMENADE, SANTA MONICA
LENGTH: 0.37 MILES

WESTWOOD BLVD., WESTWOOD
LENGTH: 0.70 MILES

LARAMBLA, BARCELONA
LENGTH: 0.75 MILES

HIGHLINE, NEW YORK
LENGTH: 1.25 MILES
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UCLA Extends Its Welcome

UCLA  |  COUNCIL  |  BID  |  DEVELOPER  |  MTA

ABOVE: View looking southeast down newly pedestrian-
ized Broxton Avenue, showing Sculpture Park in place 
of former garage (relocated to SE corner Gayley and 
Weyburn).

Redevelopment Council (WRC), that 
the dream of a new sculpture park on 
Broxton had the chance to become a re-
ality.  “A stroke of genius,” proclaimed 
one Westwood Village stakeholder who 
prefers to remain anonymous, referring 
to the WRC’s recommendation to lever-
age the residential development with a 
larger, better located, and publicly-sub-
sidized parking structure replacing the 
Broxton garage. 

But like all visionary undertaking, 
the new Sculpture Park was not with-
out its own controversy.  The early con-
cept of the park featured a monumental 
sculpture resembling an orange peel has 
had Westwood residents and visitors in 
a heated debate about the artwork’s rel-
evance to the Village’s legacy.  Dubbed 
the “Orange-Appeal”, the 50 foot tall 
sculpture (by local artist TANG) will be 
fabricated with a fiber-reinforced edible 
compound impregnated with 50,000 
real orange peels.

“I don’t get it, what does the Orange-
Appeal has to do with Westwood?” Says 
one long time Westwood resident. “The 
Orange-Appeal speaks to the new gen-
eration of interactive non-site specific 
work. It invites viewers to experience it 
with its touch, its color, and its scent,” 
explains Hammer Museum’s Fiona Ra-
gheb, chief curator of Next-Gen Art.  

“It is—literally--a sculpture with good 
taste! Why not?” 

[Sculpture Park, from A1]

DIAGRAM: Comparison of Westwood Boulevard to two other world-renowned pedestrian corridors.

���
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UCLA campus.” 
The VIP also comes with a 

“Crime-Alert” app for those who wish 
to interact with the patrol in real 
time. According to the joint state-
ment, “our goal is to give the com-
munity better access to the closest 
security patrols; and for the security 
patrols to respond much quicker to 
any suspicious activities.”  It is ex-
pected that the arrival of VIP will 
make UCLA-Westwood the safest 
neighborhood in the Southland.

 
To download the VIP App for your  
I-Pad, visit WWW.VIP.VILLAGEVIEW.COM. 
 
KEYWORD: Crime-Alert

[CRIME ALERT, from A1]

Google traffic map from Sept. 16, 2011 (TOP), showing 
congestion that was endemic to Westwood prior to instal-
lation of new parking structures and vehicular routing at 
Village periphery (BOTTOM, in birdseye view of Village 
from Gayley; foreground).

DESIGN PROTOTYPE for the new vehicle, which is entirely powered by the solar film on its windows.
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ABOVE: Plan showing parts of Westwood’s revitalization, coded by sponsoring stakeholder.

BELOW: Diagram showing the phased strategy that designers devised, by re-injecting 
the Village with key features in key spots, in a specific order.

[AUTOMATED PARKING, from A1]
With their own killer App for your I-Pad, 

all you need to do is to log on to the website 
(www.Parkingbanks.villageView) when you 
arrive in the Village. You will be guided to 
the closest structure, where a robotic valet 
will relieve you of your vehicle.  To retrieve it 
after your visit is just as easy: just log on with 
your I-Pad as before, and the robotic valet will 
deliver your vehicle to the same spot you left 
it within 5 minutes.  Worried that the Robotic 
Valet might scratch your vehicle in the pro-
cess?  The robotic valets are engineered by 
UCLA Robo-Lab with state-of-the-art tech-
nology; they can wash and even detail your 
vehicle while you are getting your cultural fix 
in the Village, for a small additional cost.   

day in Goteborg. The Rorlighet (which 
means mobility in Swedish) is consid-
ered by transportation planners the 
highest award of its kind, acknowledg-
es “innovations in the marriage of the 
technology of movement with the art 
of citymaking”, according to organiz-
ers. A spokesperson for the Volvo Group, 
which sponsors the prize, said “the jury 
was impressed at how robustly an array 
of purposes the redesign of the boule-
vard succeeded in supporting:  dining, 
strolling, biking to class, collecting and 
channeling stormwater, shuttling MTA 
commuters the last mile to campus—
even easing the ability to cross from one 
side of Westwood to the other.” Despite 
rumors that it was the blue-and-yellow 
colors of UCLA’s shuttle design that ap-
pealed to the Swedish group, a member 
of the panel commented that “it was 
clear to us that the remaking the Vil-
lage would not have succeeding without 
the redefinition of the Boulevard itself. 
It is to the newly established public 
square (Zocalo) what the aorta is to the 
heart, in its role in supplying the body 
with oxygen.” MTA communications di-
rector Jolee Lichtvek will be in Sweden 
to accept the award with Westwood BID 
Head Eric Erickson on Sunday.

[Shuttle Award, from A1]

Westwood.  He received his MFA and 
MBA from UCLA; and as a member of 
the (Westwood Redevelopment Coun-
cil), he has been a vocal supporter of 
the Westwood Vision Plan since 2012. 

“Coming from both an artistic and en-
trepreneurial background has allowed 
me to “think beyond the village,” said 
Sanchez—also the primary theme of 
his campaign.

His success story has in many 
ways both polarized and galvanized 
the debate about the revitalization of 
Westwood Village. For the past decade, 
Sanchez has spoken strongly in favor 
of re-imagining the Village for a new 
generation in the 21st Century.  This 
view was widely controversial against 
Luck’s campaign promise to restore and 
preserve the neo-Spanish style of West-
wood’s past.   

Speaking to VIRGIN-CNN from 
his office at the W hotel in the heart of 
Westwood Village, Sanchez said “I am 
ecstatic that the community has finally 
spoken.  I understand why some people 
still insist on preserving the memory 
of Westwood for sentimental reasons.  
My grandparents come from Spain, so 
the Old Westwood Village reminds me 
very much of our ancestral home. It’s 
comfort food!  But if we remove our 
blindfolds, we will realize that the im-
age of Westwood as a quaint little vil-
lage is lost in all the high-rises beyond 
Wilshire or the mega-developments 
across Gayley in Lot 36. In order for us 
to survive and grow into the future, we 
must stand tall and assert our identity 
with a new image, reinforced by a new 
skyline, with forward-looking architec-
ture that speaks to who we are today.” 

[VILLAGE REVIVAL, from A1] LANDMARKS UNTOUCHED 
NEW BUILDINGS: 
NON LANDMARKS HEIGHTENED TO 45 FEET 
VACANT LOTS HEIGHTENED TO 160 FEET

DIAGRAMS showing how the adoption of a more surgical growth strategy (BOTTOM) enabled planners to preserve the 
Village’s 44 national and local landmarks, while keeping new mid-rises below height of Fox Tower.

THEN AND NOW: images showing Westwood, once referred 
to as “Village of Towers” (TOP RIGHT, 1920).

Zocalo/MTA parking, 
2025
 ROGER SHERMAN
ARCHITECT

With yesterday’s long-anticipated 
opening of the Westwood/Wilshire Pur-
pleLine station, the City of Los Angeles 
and L.A. County Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority took one step closer 
toward its goal of extending the subway 
all the way to the Pacific Ocean. The oc-
casion marked the official halfway point 
in its “30/10” plan to expand its rail net-
work, begun in 2010 and expected to be 
completed by 2040. Westwood thereby 
becomes the new westernmost termi-
nus of the MetroRail system (replac-
ing Wilshire/Western), making L.A.’s 
affluent, but traffic-congested West-
side—and UCLA in particular--directly 
and practicably accessible to the larger 
metropolitan area via public transpor-
tation. “This is a huge step not just for 
MTA, but for Westwood,” said MTA 
Director of Joint Development Reg-
gie Molinari. “With the completion not 
only of the station, but of the 1,200-car 
park-and-ride garage below the Zocalo, 
as well as the new transit/welcome cen-
ter, MTA has implanted in the Village 
the place of arrival and gathering that 
it has always lacked. With the Fowler 
and Hammer adjacent, and a new arts 
hotel, conference center and state-of-
the-art entertainment complex being 
completed above it, I expect Westwood 
to transform even further from the cul-
tural destination that it has already be-
come to a virtually 24/7 destination for 
education, fine dining and the arts. In 
the time that it will take for us to com-
plete the last leg of the line (to Santa 
Monica), the Village has a real oppor-
tunity to become to the Westside what 
Hollywood—which the PurpleLine also 
serves—is to the Eastside.” For its part, 
UCLA expects the arrival of the line to 
both result in an increase of foot traffic 
in the Village while reducing auto con-
gestion, as more people chose to travel 
there by rail—or become familiar with 
the location of MTA’s new public park-
ing structures at the district’s periph-
ery.

[MTA Station Opens, from A1]

INTELLIGENTSIA
FRESH ROASTED COFFEE NOW AT WESTWOOD VILLAGE

BLUE BOTTLE COFFEE  
OPENS IN VILLAGE 

The Wait is OVER...

NO LINE • NO ATTITUDE • 
Order your Blue Bottle latte 
from your I-PAD • It will be 

HOT and READY within  
3 minutes, or less… 

Or the drink is on US.

BUT if you want a scene.

Go to the other one on 
Abbot Kinney… for just great 
coffee, and no hassle. Come 
to Blue Bottle in the Village,  

The ONLY one in LA.

•

“WHY OWN WHEN 
YOU CAN HAVE 

ROOM SERVICE? 

Service Apartments for Rent / Great Views 
Natural Ventilation 

LESS is MORE
NO Mortgage

NO Homeowner Insurance
NO Property Tax
And best of all 

NO dirty dishes! 

OPEN HOUSE THIS SUNDAY:
Come check out the 500SF, 
1000SF, and 1500SF units in 

the WholeLife Suites. Weekly, 
monthly, even annually available.

For an on-line tour of the new While-Life Suites, 
visit www.WholeLifeSuites.viillageview

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

REVIEW  
Tall Ship’s 

Back
JONATHAN GOULD  

For those of you who might be too young 
to remember, grabbing a late-night burger at 
Ship’s Coffee Shop was the Saturday night 
ritual after a movie in Westwood back in the 
day. Designed in a “Googie” architectural 
style, the original Ship’s was a landmark on 
Wilshire, marking one’s arrival in Westwood.  
Of course those days are long gone, as the 
popularity of Westwood Village declined 
along with the demolition of Ship’s—until 
recently. As of just a few weeks ago, SHIPS 
has been re-incarnated as the TALLSHIPS, 
thanks to celebrity chef Nobu Matsuhisa.

Perched atop the new Zocalo Gateway 
complex, TALLSHIPS offers a dining ex-
perience unlike its predecessor. Chef Nobu 
has created an imaginative menu combining 
the old Ship’s classics with an ethnic twist. 
You can still have your late night burger, 
but it’s served with a tuna tartar patty on a 
soy-tempeh bun baked in jalapeno reduction. 
For Angelenos who worry about their waist-
line, the edamame fries are not only green, 
but also guilt free and fat-free. Personally, 
I prefer some of Nobu’s more daring inven-
tions such as the Hamachi Meat-Loaf Ran-
chero, or Unagi Chili, garnished with a touch 
of mozzarella--heaven to the taste buds. The 
new TALLSHIPS is fusion cuisine at its best: 
a noteworthy testament to the multi-cultural 
appeal of the new Westwood Village.  And the 
crow’s nest view of the from TALLSHIPS . . 
. pretty spectacular as well, extending from 
ocean to hills to downtown LA! 

For reviews of other restaurants in the 
new Westwood Village by Jonathan Gould, 
visit www.JonathanGould.VillageView  Key-
word: Counter-Unintelligence

Village Dining 
Guide

REVIEW 
 

Twilight:  
the Beginning 3DS   

ROGER E. BERG   ARCHITECT

If you happened to be in Westwood 
Village in the last 24 hours, you could 
not have failed to notice the line wrap-
ping the Zocalo with people waiting to be 
the first to experience the new motion 
picture phenomenon “Twilight: At First 
Bite”, presented in 3D-Surround, or 
3DS.  To those who are asking is it worth 
the wait?, the answer is: absolutely.

Even for those of us who are not ex-
actly in the Twilight target audience, I 
must confess that the 3DS experience 
is still out of this world. I was lucky 
enough to be invited to a press screen-
ing a few days ago. 3DS, it was explained 
and then demonstrated, is a complete 
immersion, not something that can be 
replicated with Netflick or a download.  
For starters, the viewer does not have 
to wear those annoying glasses. And in-

EAT & DRINK

PLAN showing the 4 nationally-designated and 40 local cultural landmarks in Westwood Village.

 

1970

Fox Theatre Bruin Theatre Landmark Theatre

2010

PLAN DIAGRAMS illustrating Westwood’s evolution as an entertainment venue (BELOW), from an unparalleled concen-
tration of movie theatres and premieres until 1970; its decline since then due to competition from area multiplexes; 
and its re-emergence today (ABOVE) in the form of the consolidated entertainment hub featuring state-of-the-art 
“3DS” sense-around technology, attracting crowds and openings to the Village once again.

OPINION

Dome 
Building:  
Apple or 
Archive? 

 
LAURA JOHN INITIATES  
 

EDWIN CHAN  ARCHITECT

Last week, when Village View went 
on-line with the report that the land-
mark Dome Building on Westwood 
Blvd. might become home to an APPLE 
Megastore, the response from our read-
ers has been overwhelming.  A sample 
thread of their comments:

Dear Village View,
I cannot believe that an APPLE Me-

gastore is coming to the Dome building!  
This is simply a crime; whoever came 
up with that deal should be thrown in 
jail. As a longtime Westwood resident, 
the Dome building has always been my 
favorite of all the historic structures. 
Putting it to such commercial use is a 
violation of its civic status!  It should be 
preserved for cultural use only, such as 
an archive of the Village’s rich history. 
(LL)
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stead of looking at a projection on a sil-
ver screen, 3DS involves seating in the 
round, allowing the audience to view the 
life-like projections in the center, from 
different points of view.  Depending on 
where you are seated, your viewing ex-
perience is dramatically different--an 
ingenious device to attract audience for 
return viewings.  With 3DS, I can hon-
estly say that the audience experiences 
unparalleled engagement in the action 
(and romance) as it unfolds.   

Hard as it is to admit, the 3DS expe-
rience is so mesmerizing that this critic 
overlooked holes in the plot.  In this 
prequel from first-time director Max 
Spielberg (son of the maestro), we learn 
how Bella’s mother fell in love with Ed-
ward’s dad. Does that mean that Bella 
and Edward are actually brother and 
sister, but they didn’t know it in the 
original saga? It is a stretch to believe 
(spoiler alert) that Edward and Jacob 
were lovers in their early days, which 
caused the vampires and werewolves 
to turn from being friends to foes. In 
the end, however, none of that is really 
what matters here; you will feel the first 
kiss(es), and be moved by the passionate 
embraces. Twilight: At First Bite has 
transformed movies from being sensible 
to sensual. And with the only 3DS the-
ater in the world located in Westwood, 
it is easy to see why going to the movies 
in the Village has become the Saturday 
night date.

PLAN showing the migration of Westwood’s burgeoning dining scene to “Restaurant Row,” lining the west side of 
Westwood Boulevard.

the past 15 years. Increased access is 
not a cure-all; MetroRail will not only 
bring more patrons, but also undesir-
able elements that less accessible, pri-
vate developments like The Grove can 
control, which will always make them 
more successful than business improve-
ment districts (BIDs) like the Village. 
Now that the station is operational, 
the only hope for preserving Westwood 
is for the BID to force MTA to close 
the Westwood Blvd. portal, thereby re-
stricting direct MTA access to UCLA 
(Lot 36) and the Wilshire corridor.    
 
– Laura Luck, Westwood resident

MTA will ruin Westwood? Really? 
As a UCLA alum and longtime patron 
of UCLALive!, I have reached an age 
when I can no longer drive to see shows, 
and so am excited to have an oppor-
tunity to come to the Village without 
having to impose upon my daughter to 
accompany me. And as a senior, I have 
fewer worries about safety amidst a 
healthy throng of pedestrians than 
I do—indeed did—for decades in the 
Westwood of blighted storefronts and 
empty sidewalks, walking my way 
back at night to the parking garage.  
 
– Ricardo Winston, Los Angeles

Ms. Luck has it all wrong: it may ac-
tually be what she derisively refers to as  
“backwash” that saves Westwood, not is 
the cause of its demise. Time has proven 
that it is precisely this view of the Vil-
lage as an “island” to be protected from 
modern life, not reconnected to it, that 
has prevented Westwood from otherwise 
benefiting from the obvious wealth of 
cultural capital nearby that other mori-
bund neighborhood centers would gladly 
trade for. Its true revival will be a func-
tion not of how well it fends off unnamed 
riff raff, but rather whether it is able 
capitalize on those offerings--enough 
to divert commuters returning to the 
westside from work after exiting the 
train, to have a drink or dinner, or even 
take a stroll before climbing into their 
car, bus or bike for the final leg home. 
 
– Rantsa Lot

Once again, Laura Luck has found 
way to snatch failure out of the jaws 
of success. If her thinly-veiled pro-
tectionist views were any more ex-
treme, they would require blockading 
the roads into the village, with access 
to it by appointment only—perhaps 
even requiring a pre-arranged visa! 
 
– Rem Paul 
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Back to the future? Photos showing the evolution of Westwood/Broxton crossing, from historic Sears Building (1920, 
LEFT); to blighted Bank of America (2011, MIDDLE); to soon-to-be-opened Zocalo Entertainment Complex (RIGHT).

To Village View,
I agree with LL.  An Apple (store) 

in the Dome would degrade the image 
of the Village into a glorified shopping 
mall, rather than the cultural destina-
tion that it is becoming. The kids from 
UCLA would be constantly hanging out 
there, and it would be a traffic night-
mare for residents.  A historic archive 
for Westwood would be more appropri-
ate to its architectural  significance. 
(MK)

Village View,
I was excited to hear that an Apple 

Megastore is going to be in the Dome 
building. Right now, there is no place 
for us to get I.T. supports and supplies 
on campus. Apple would be both the 
dignified and popular anchor tenant 
the Village so desperately deserves. ☺   
(Anonymous UCLA student) 

To Anonymous UCLA student,
I miss the Yamato restaurant, which 

was at least as big a draw, especially in 
the evenings.  
(anonymous UCLA student)

To LL and MK,
As a Westwood Resident, I think an 

Apple Megastore is exactly what the Vil-
lage needs.  It will attract people, young 
and old, to come to the Village.  Who 
needs an archive when all the historic 
buildings speak for themselves? 
(JR)

Readers of Village View,
We would like to clarify the story of 

an Apple Megastore in the Dome build-
ing.  The proposal from Apple is still un-
der review.  IF approved, Apple would 
be required to respect the architec-
tural heritage of the historic building.  
Meanwhile, the Westwood BID is also 
seriously considering the archive alter-
native, pending on available funding, 
if the Apple bid falls through. A town 

STAGE 
Landmarks 

Alive!
Staging a Comeback!

 ROGER SHERMAN   ARCHITECT   

After years in which previous owners 
struggled to fill seats at Westwood’s famed 
Fox and Bruin theatres, UCLA’s trumpeted 
move seven years ago to purchase, restore 
and adaptively reuse the landmark buildings 
has proven to yield great benefits both for 
the school and the community. Today, the 
university’s world-renowned UCLALive! 
performance series, which those structures 
now are host to, regularly plays to packed 
houses. This is in contrast to its previous on-
campus locations at the Freud Playhouse and 
Kaufman Hall, where attendance suffered 
due to public complaints about inconvenient 
access, the cost of parking, and the lack of 
adjacent pre- and post- performance dining 
offerings. Watering holes along Westwood 
Blvd’s emerging “Restaurant Row” are also 
feeling the benefits, its 500 foot long outdoor 
seating areas regularly filled to capacity on 
the nights that shows are scheduled.

AL FRESCO 

 

At Last,  
Dining Out 

means  
Dining Out

Restaurant Row
 

ROGER SHERMAN   ARCHITECT  

Since the UCLA’s and MTA’s joint 
move seven years ago to dramatically 
widen (by 50 feet) the west sidewalk 
along Westwood Boulevard, Village res-
taurant owners’ and patrons’ long-held 
hopes of al fresco dining in the absence 
of car noise and exhaust and emergence, 
and in its stead a lively flow of strollers 
and bikers, appears to have finally been 
realized. A once intermittent frontage 
of fast service restaurants, low rent 
tenants, and empty store displays has 
been filled by a succession of cafes and 
restaurants with outdoor seating not 
unlike one finds on Paris’ Boulevard 
Montparnasse or the Ramblas in Barce-
lona. As the place to see and be seen, the 
Boulevard has transformed from its re-
cent incarnation as a place to go before 
or after a performance to a performance 
(destination) itself. 

Zocalo May 
Be West-

side’s Portal 
to LA, But at 
What Cost?

 
LAURA LUCK INITIATES
   ROGER SHERMAN   ARCHITECT

Much has been made of the arrival 
of the Purple Line to Westwood, and 
the opportunity it now affords West-
siders to travel downtown and points 
east (and to students travelling west to 
UCLA), avoiding the cost, time and ag-
gravation of driving. Amidst all of the 
ballyhoo, however, is the fact that most 
of the same boosters have conveniently 
failed to consider the inevitable “back-
wash” of public access to the village in 
ways that could threaten the progress 
that has been made in the area over 

hall-style meeting will take place in 30 
days, followed by a vote of the entire  
Village community. 
(Westwood Redevelopment Council) 

Westwood’s Monthly 
TechWalk Showcases a 
Creative Renaissance

  BY ALISSA WALKER

Even in a city that excels at rein-
venting itself, it’s tough to think of a 
Los Angeles neighborhood that has ex-
perienced as drastic a transformation 
as the tiny university-adjacent enclave 
of Westwood Village. Was it just ten 
years ago that UCLA students staged 
their legendary protest, walking out of 
classes and into Westwood’s abandoned 
storefronts to draw attention to their 
49% occupancy rate? Today, the dark-
est day for the neighborhood has been 
all but deleted from Westwood’s collec-
tive memory, as a new generation of cre-
atives have stormed the historic streets, 
activating the community, stoking eco-
nomic growth, and throwing one heck of 
a monthly party.

Westwood Village’s rebirth is best 
viewed at the intersection of Westwood 
and Kinross on the third Friday of the 
month for the neighborhood’s TechWalk. 
Launched in 2020, the event is now one 
of the city’s biggest happenings, rival-
ing the now-defunct Downtown Art 
Walk of the 2000’s in both numbers and 
cultural influence. As you stroll the fi-
nal hours of the weekly farmers’ market 
on the Zocalo (with much of the produce 

[TECHWALK continued on A6]
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12 1. Intelligentsia Coffee
2. Café Gratitude
3. TallShip’s
4. The Full Monty’s
5. Grandiddy Riese 
6. Ciro’s
7. Harry’s Bar
8. Café Sannzibar
9. Restaurant Robouchon
10. Milk Bar
11. Club O2
12. Casablanca

WESTWOOD VILLAGE  
DINING DEALS!
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